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Attn : Supervisor Je ff Gore ll and  Municipa l Advisory Com m ittees 
 

• The  Spark of Love  holiday toy drive  co llected  and  d istributed  m ore  than  40,000 toys, stu ffed  
an im als, gam es and  sports item s to  governm en t agencies and  nonprofit organ izations serving 
needy ch ildren  across Ventu ra  Coun ty. Those  toys supported  about 14,000 ch ildren , wh ich  is 
equ iva lent to  68% of the  Ventu ra County ch ildren  living in  pove rty. 

• The  Ven tu ra County Fire  Departm en t p laced  fou r new re scue  am bulances in to  service  in  
Decem ber, rep lacing o lde r veh icle s that now m ove  to  re se rve  sta tus for use  when  a  fron tline  
veh icle  needs m ain tenance  or repa irs. The  new rescue  am bulances a re  based  at Fire  Stations 26 in  
Santa  Pau la , 30 in  Thousand Oaks, 41 in  Sim i Valley and  42 in  Moorpark.  

• In  Decem ber, the  Ventura  County Fire  Departm ent and  Californ ia  State  Un ive rsity – North ridge  
cohosted  a  Wildfire  Resiliency Sum m it. Abou t 60 regiona l leade rs from  fire  departm en ts and  
com m unity organ izations gathe red  at VCFD headquarte rs to  share  success storie s, identify 
cha llenges, bra instorm  potentia l so lu tions and  strengthen  re la tionsh ips to  fu rther public sa fe ty 
be fore , during and  afte r wildfire s. The  re su lts of those  d iscussions are  be ing com piled  in  a  report 
by CSUN, which  p lans to  pre sent it  a t the ir Wildfire  Resiliency Convention  in  March .  

 
 
  
 

Since re ly, 

Scott Thom sen  
Director of Com m unica tions and  Pub lic Affa irs 
Ventura  Coun ty Fire  Departm ent 


